Urban forests are vitally important for sustainable urban development and the well-being of urban residents. However, there is, as yet, no country-level urban forest spatial dataset of sufficient quality for the scientific management of, and correlative studies on, urban forests in China. At present, China attaches great importance to the construction of urban forests, and it is necessary to map a high-resolution and high-accuracy dataset of urban forests in China. The open-access Sentinel images and the Google Earth Engine platform provide a significant opportunity for the realization of this work. This study used eight bands (B2-B8, B11) and three indices of Sentinel-2 in 2016 to map the urban forests of China using the Random Forest machine learning algorithms at the pixel scale with the support of Google Earth Engine (GEE). The 7317 sample points for training and testing were collected from field visits and very high resolution images from Google Earth. The overall accuracy, producer's accuracy of urban forest, and user's accuracy of urban forest assessed by independent validation samples in this study were 92.30%, 92.27%, and 92.18%, respectively. In 2016, the percentage of urban forest cover was 19.2%. Nearly half of the cities had an urban forest cover between 10% and 20%, and the average percentage of large cities whose urban populations were over 5 million was 24.8%. Cities with less than half of the average were mainly distributed in northern and western parts of China, which should be focused on in urban greening planning.
Introduction
Between 1980 and 2018, the proportion of China's urban population increased from 19.4% to 59.6% [1, 2] , the rapidity of which has led to many urban problems, such as reduced biodiversity within cities [3] , deterioration of air quality [4] , and the heat island effect [5] . Against this background, urban forests have attracted widespread attention from the government and academic scholars because of their important ecological functions [6] , such as in mitigating biodiversity loss [7, 8] , absorbing air pollutants [9, 10] , and reducing the urban heat island effect [11, 12] . In addition, due to their shading, leisure, and entertainment functions, urban forests are closely related to the well-being of urban residents [6, 13, 14] . Urban forests are defined as all woodlands, groups of trees, and individual trees located in urban areas, including forests, trees in parks, gardens, commercial areas, and dwelling districts, and street trees, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) [15] .
It has raised concerns about protecting and increasing the urban forests around the world: The theme of the International Day of Forests in 2018 was "Forests and Sustainable Cities" [6] . In China, Song used POIs [35] , which are accurate locations of urban infrastructure, such as schools, hospitals, hotels, and the industry. He set a POI density of over 50 points/km 2 as the threshold of the boundary of the urban area to capture the regions with human and socio-economic activity. Figure 1 shows China's urban areas mainly distributed in the eastern and southern regions, and the total area in 2016 was 73,200 km 2 . There were 31 provincial-level regions and 334 prefecture-level divisions in Mainland China in 2016.
In this study, the entire country has been divided into three zones, zones A, B, and C, according to their respective amounts of precipitation (various weather conditions across China affect image selection). Different colors in Figure 1 present the divisions of zones A, B, and C. Zone A is the northern part of China, located between the isohyet of 400 mm and 800 mm; zone B is in the south of the isohyet of 800 mm; and zone C comprises the northwestern part and Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, where the precipitation was below the isohyet of 400 mm in 2016. Their average daily precipitation in growing season (from April to September) were respectively, 2.6 mm, 7.5 mm, and 1.1 mm, and the average daily temperature were 10.4 °C, 19.3 °C, and 10.1 °C [36] , respectively. These three zones are different in, not only natural conditions, but also urban development. There were 32,400 km 2 of urban area in 2016 in zone A, with 204.7 million in the urban population. Zone B had the largest urban area of 35,900 km 2 , and an urban population of 243.7 million. Zone Chad had an urban area of 4900 km 2 and only an urban population of 28.7 million [37] , which were far lower than zone A and B. 
Data

Sentinel-2 Images and Preprocessing
Sentinel-2 is a wide-swath, high resolution, and multi-spectral imaging mission, covering latitude 56° south to 84° north, with a revisit period of 10 days at the equator with one satellite, and five days with two satellites since 2017 and 2-3 days, at mid-latitudes. The Level 1C dataset has been In this study, the entire country has been divided into three zones, zones A, B, and C, according to their respective amounts of precipitation (various weather conditions across China affect image selection). Different colors in Figure 1 present the divisions of zones A, B, and C. Zone A is the northern part of China, located between the isohyet of 400 mm and 800 mm; zone B is in the south of the isohyet of 800 mm; and zone C comprises the northwestern part and Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, where the precipitation was below the isohyet of 400 mm in 2016. Their average daily precipitation in growing season (from April to September) were respectively, 2.6 mm, 7.5 mm, and 1.1 mm, and the average daily temperature were 10.4 • C, 19.3 • C, and 10.1 • C [36] , respectively. These three zones are different in, not only natural conditions, but also urban development. There were 32,400 km 2 of urban area in 2016 in zone A, with 204.7 million in the urban population. Zone B had the largest urban area of 35,900 km 2 , and an urban population of 243.7 million. Zone Chad had an urban area of 4900 km 2 and only an urban population of 28.7 million [37] , which were far lower than zone A and B. 
Data
Sentinel-2 Images and Preprocessing
Sentinel-2 is a wide-swath, high resolution, and multi-spectral imaging mission, covering latitude 56 • south to 84 • north, with a revisit period of 10 days at the equator with one satellite, and five days with two satellites since 2017 and 2-3 days, at mid-latitudes. The Level 1C dataset has been processed with radiometric and geometric corrections, including orthogonal rectification and spatial registration on a global reference system, with sub-pixel accuracy [29] , and is available from the Google Earth Engine (GEE) image collection. Evidently, China's regional climate conditions vary greatly due to its large geographical area. At the time of the growing season of trees in the northern regions, we selected Sentinel-2 Level 1C images, from 1 April 2016 to 31 September 2016 for zones A and C. However, the images from 1 April 2016 to 31 September 2017 were selected for zone B, because it was difficult to meet the quality requirements for the images because of the abundant rainfall and clouds during April and October. An atmospheric correction (quality band (QA60) from Sentinel-2 in GEE) was applied to mask the clouds and to select optimal images with minimal cloud cover.
Sample Points for Training and Validation
Training and validation data were collected from two sources: Ground data from field visits and very high-resolution (VHR) images from Google Earth (GE).
A total of 75 ground sample points for urban forests were collected in May, including forests, trees in schools, dwelling districts, commercial areas and parks, trees around rivers, street trees, trees around houses: Sample points, covering all kinds of urban trees, based on the definition of urban forests. The field photos ( Figure 2 ) were taken to show the different kinds of ground samples for urban forests, with the locations (the latitude and longitude) recorded for the validation; all these samples had a distance of at least one kilometer from one another to avoid spatial auto-correlation [34] . processed with radiometric and geometric corrections, including orthogonal rectification and spatial registration on a global reference system, with sub-pixel accuracy [29] , and is available from the Google Earth Engine (GEE) image collection. Evidently, China's regional climate conditions vary greatly due to its large geographical area. At the time of the growing season of trees in the northern regions, we selected Sentinel-2 Level 1C images, from 1 April 2016 to 31 September 2016 for zones A and C. However, the images from 1 April 2016 to 31 September 2017 were selected for zone B, because it was difficult to meet the quality requirements for the images because of the abundant rainfall and clouds during April and October. An atmospheric correction (quality band (QA60) from Sentinel-2 in GEE) was applied to mask the clouds and to select optimal images with minimal cloud cover.
A total of 75 ground sample points for urban forests were collected in May, including forests, trees in schools, dwelling districts, commercial areas and parks, trees around rivers, street trees, trees around houses: Sample points, covering all kinds of urban trees, based on the definition of urban forests. The field photos ( Figure 2 ) were taken to show the different kinds of ground samples for urban forests, with the locations (the latitude and longitude) recorded for the validation; all these samples had a distance of at least one kilometer from one another to avoid spatial auto-correlation [34] . A number of sample points (7242) from VHR images were obtained in GE, covering 3554 samples of all kinds of urban forests, as in Figure 3a , and 3688 samples of non-urban forests were obtained, as in Figure 3b (including buildings, roads, water, grassland, bare land, and cropland). These sample points were evenly distributed across all the urban areas of China, the number being able to stabilize the classification accuracy by verification. For some areas, which had no high-quality images in GE, from 1 April to 31 September 2016, we selected the unchanged areas as sample points, based on a comparison of the two years before, and after, 2016 to ensure a robust spatial distribution and quality of sample points. A number of sample points (7242) from VHR images were obtained in GE, covering 3554 samples of all kinds of urban forests, as in Figure 3a , and 3688 samples of non-urban forests were obtained, as in Figure 3b (including buildings, roads, water, grassland, bare land, and cropland). These sample points were evenly distributed across all the urban areas of China, the number being able to stabilize the classification accuracy by verification. For some areas, which had no high-quality images in GE, from 1 April to 31 September 2016, we selected the unchanged areas as sample points, based on a comparison of the two years before, and after, 2016 to ensure a robust spatial distribution and quality of sample points. data to test the classification results and provide the overall accuracy (OA), producer's accuracy (PA), user's accuracy (UA), and the Kappa coefficient. A Kappa value, that is higher than 0.8, represents strong agreement between the classification result and the reference distribution [38] . 
Urban Forest Mapping Classifier
Based on the bands of Sentinel-2 images, we used the Random Forest (RF) algorithm as a classifier to extract urban forests on the GEE platform, with the indexes of the Normalized Difference Then, 70% of the VHR sample points were used to gather knowledge and train the classifier in GEE, and 30% of the VHR sample points and all the ground sample points were used as validation data to test the classification results and provide the overall accuracy (OA), producer's accuracy (PA), user's accuracy (UA), and the Kappa coefficient. A Kappa value, that is higher than 0.8, represents strong agreement between the classification result and the reference distribution [38] .
Based on the bands of Sentinel-2 images, we used the Random Forest (RF) algorithm as a classifier to extract urban forests on the GEE platform, with the indexes of the Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI), the Normalized Difference Water Index (NDWI), and the Normalized Difference Built-up Index (NDBI) as supplementary information for classification. The process is shown in Figure 4 , comprising the following steps:
1.
We used the city boundaries of China in 2016 to extract urban area images from Sentinel-2 images, in order to select and train sample points within urban areas for higher accuracy and lower external impact.
2.
We used an RF classifier to gather knowledge based on training data. The RF classifier is conducive to mapping land cover by mitigating the influence of data noise and overfitting [31, 39, 40] . It is a non-parametric machine learning method, used to construct multiple random decision trees, each of them possessing several nodes to divide the input pixels into different classes until each node represents every class [41, 42] . Comparing the RF classifier with other classifiers, such as "maximum likelihood and single decision trees," the RF can process higher data dimensions and attain a higher accuracy [34] . Furthermore, it has several tuning parameters, which can affect the efficiency and accuracy of the classification. In this study, these parameters were set by trial and error (Table 1) , and by considering accuracy and computing efficiency. As seen in Figure 5 , the PA for urban forests and OA increased significantly as the number of decision trees added was below 50; the overall trend of UA for urban forests generally decreased. We also considered the computational efficiency, choosing 40 as the optimum number.
3.
Suitable bands of Sentinel-2 images were selected to train the RF classifier. In this study, the data input into the RF model included Sentinel bands (B2-B8, B11), NDVI, NDWI, and NDBI [26] . These bands and band combinations achieved the highest accuracy, when compared with other combinations (Table 2) . For example, the OA based on these bands (B2-B8, B11) can increase 0.2%, compared with all bands of Sentinel-2 with 10 and 20 m resolution. Among them, NDVI is a vegetation index, that monitors the condition of vegetation [43] ; NDWI is sensitive to water bodies [44] ; and NDBI can help to extract built-up features [45] . They have been widely used to identify specific classes and as Supplementary Materials for extracting urban forests in this study. The NDVI, NDWI, and NDBI of the Sentinel images were calculated using the Sentinel bands according to the following equations:
4. The established RF model was trained to map the urban forest distribution in China and assess the classification accuracy. Based on the above steps, we divided the study area into two types: Urban forest and non-urban forest. The validation data were then used to calculate a confusion matrix and access the OA, PA, and UA. Moreover, the classification results could be assessed by visual inspection at the same time. In training and testing, we started with a small number of sample points, and with an increase in the number of sample points, we assessed the accuracy of these two classification. We then visually evaluated the classification results with reference to the VHR images, randomly, until the results became highly accurate [34] . Vegetation Index (NDVI), the Normalized Difference Water Index (NDWI), and the Normalized Difference Built-up Index (NDBI) as supplementary information for classification. The process is shown in Figure 4 , comprising the following steps: 1. We used the city boundaries of China in 2016 to extract urban area images from Sentinel-2 images, in order to select and train sample points within urban areas for higher accuracy and lower external impact. 2. We used an RF classifier to gather knowledge based on training data. The RF classifier is conducive to mapping land cover by mitigating the influence of data noise and overfitting [31, 39, 40] . It is a non-parametric machine learning method, used to construct multiple random decision trees, each of them possessing several nodes to divide the input pixels into different classes until each node represents every class [41, 42] . Comparing the RF classifier with other classifiers, such as "maximum likelihood and single decision trees," the RF can process higher data dimensions and attain a higher accuracy [34] . Furthermore, it has several tuning parameters, which can affect the efficiency and accuracy of the classification. In this study, these parameters were set by trial and error (Table 1) , and by considering accuracy and computing efficiency. As seen in Figure 5 , the PA for urban forests and OA increased significantly as the number of decision trees added was below 50; the overall trend of UA for urban forests generally decreased. We also considered the computational efficiency, choosing 40 as the optimum number. 3. Suitable bands of Sentinel-2 images were selected to train the RF classifier. In this study, the data input into the RF model included Sentinel bands (B2-B8, B11), NDVI, NDWI, and NDBI [26] . These bands and band combinations achieved the highest accuracy, when compared with other combinations (Table 2) . For example, the OA based on these bands (B2-B8, B11) can increase 0.2%, compared with all bands of Sentinel-2 with 10 and 20 m resolution. Among them, NDVI is a vegetation index, that monitors the condition of vegetation [43] ; NDWI is sensitive to water bodies [44] ; and NDBI can help to extract built-up features [45] . They have been widely used to identify specific classes and as Supplementary Materials for extracting urban forests in this study. The NDVI, NDWI, and NDBI of the Sentinel images were calculated using the Sentinel bands according to the following equations: 
Results
Accuracy Assessment
The classification results showed high accuracy when tested by the validation data (Table 3) . For China as a whole, the PA of urban forest was 92.27% (errors with omission = 7.73%), the UA of urban forest was 92.18% (errors with commission = 7.82%), the OA was 92.30%, and the kappa coefficient was 0.85. The accuracy reflected in these figures is evidence that this dataset of urban forests in China is highly reliable. As Figure 6 shows, the visual assessment of the results are also fairly good when compared with the VHR images in GE. The built-up land, water, roads, and grassland can be easily separated from urban forest. Urban forest and non-urban forest. The validation data were then used to calculate a confusion matrix and access the OA, PA, and UA. Moreover, the classification results could be assessed by visual inspection at the same time. In training and testing, we started with a small number of sample points, and with an increase in the number of sample points, we assessed the accuracy of these two classification. We then visually evaluated the classification results with reference to the VHR images, randomly, until the results became highly accurate [34] .
Results
Accuracy Assessment
The classification results showed high accuracy when tested by the validation data (Table 3) . For China as a whole, the PA of urban forest was 92.27% (errors with omission = 7.73%), the UA of urban forest was 92.18% (errors with commission = 7.82%), the OA was 92.30%, and the kappa coefficient was 0.85. The accuracy reflected in these figures is evidence that this dataset of urban forests in China is highly reliable. As Figure 6 shows, the visual assessment of the results are also fairly good when compared with the VHR images in GE. The built-up land, water, roads, and grassland can be easily separated from urban forest. Table 3 . Accuracy assessment of the 10 m urban forest map for China in 2016. Regarding the three zones in China, zone A has the highest overall accuracy (94.22%), and zone C has the lowest (OA = 87.40%), as shown in Table 4 . Regarding the three zones in China, zone A has the highest overall accuracy (94.22%), and zone C has the lowest (OA = 87.40%), as shown in Table 4 . 
Urban Forest Non-Urban Forest
The Distribution of China's Urban Forests in 2016
The total urban forest area in China in 2016 was 0.17 million km 2 , and urban forest cover was 19.2% (Figure 7) . For the three zones in China (the spatial division was presented in Figure 1 ), the urban forest cover in zone A was 16.0%; zone B had the highest urban forest cover at 23.0%; and zone C had the lowest at 8.5%. Zone A and C are both below the national average level. The proportion of cities that have an urban forest cover below 10% is about 60% in Zone C, which is much higher than those in zone A (28.9%) and zone B (4.2%). Almost 85% of cities in zone B have the urban forest cover between 10% and 30%. Furthermore, the per capita urban forest area in zone C in 2016 was 10.3 m 2 , which was approximately one third of that in zone A (34.9 m 2 ), and about one quarter of that in zone B (39.1 m 2 ). 
The total urban forest area in China in 2016 was 0.17 million km 2 , and urban forest cover was 19.2% (Figure 7) . For the three zones in China (the spatial division was presented in Figure 1 ), the urban forest cover in zone A was 16.0%; zone B had the highest urban forest cover at 23.0%; and zone C had the lowest at 8.5%. Zone A and C are both below the national average level. The proportion of cities that have an urban forest cover below 10% is about 60% in Zone C, which is much higher than those in zone A (28.9%) and zone B (4.2%). Almost 85% of cities in zone B have the urban forest cover between 10% and 30%. Furthermore, the per capita urban forest area in zone C in 2016 was 10.3 m 2 , which was approximately one third of that in zone A (34.9 m 2 ), and about one quarter of that in zone B (39.1 m 2 ). At the province scale, the top five provinces of urban forest cover were Chongqing, Sichuan, Zhejiang, Jiangsu, and Shanghai, of which the urban forest cover percentages were 33.4%, 28.2%, 26.6%, 25.2%, and 24.4%, respectively; the percentage of Inner Mongolia was the lowest (5.0%, Figure 8 ).
At the prefecture-level city scale, considering the average China's urban forest cover (19.2%) and the requirements of urban forest cover for National Forest City (more than 30% in Northern cities and 40% in Southern cities), we used 10.0%, 20.0%, 30.0%, and 40.0% as the class interval to show the spatial distribution of urban forest cover in prefecture-level cities (Figure 9 ). Nearly half of the cities had urban forest cover between 10.0% and 20.0%; only four northern cities had more than 30.0% of urban forest cover, and only two southern cities had more than 40.0%. The cities with less than half of the average were mainly distributed in the northern and western parts. Furthermore, regarding the large cities, whose urban populations were over 5 million, the average percentage of urban forest cover was 24.8%, from 9.7% (Tianjin) to 33.4% (Chongqing). At the prefecture-level city scale, considering the average China's urban forest cover (19.2%) and the requirements of urban forest cover for National Forest City (more than 30% in Northern cities and 40% in Southern cities), we used 10.0%, 20.0%, 30.0%, and 40.0% as the class interval to show the spatial distribution of urban forest cover in prefecture-level cities (Figure 9 ). Nearly half of the cities had urban forest cover between 10.0% and 20.0%; only four northern cities had more than 30.0% of urban forest cover, and only two southern cities had more than 40.0%. The cities with less than half of the average were mainly distributed in the northern and western parts. Furthermore, regarding the large cities, whose urban populations were over 5 million, the average percentage of urban forest cover was 24.8%, from 9.7% (Tianjin) to 33.4% (Chongqing). 
Discussion
Reliability of Urban Forest Mapping in GEE
Discussion
Reliability of Urban Forest Mapping in GEE
This study demonstrated the feasibility of mapping urban forests in China, using Sentinel-2 images and the GEE platform. Compared with previous urban forest mapping of individual cities, this study attempted to extract the distribution of urban forests at a 10 m resolution at the country scale. The accuracies (PA, UA, and OA) were sufficiently high (above 0.9), due to open access to high-resolution images, the convenient use of the GEE platform, and the use of efficient machine learning algorithms.
Data
Datasets used in many previous studies on urban forests, in individual cities, were of a very high resolution: Satellite for observation of Earth (SPOT) images with 10 m/2.5 m resolution [46] , QuickBird images with a 0.61 m resolution [47] , SPOT-5 images with 5 m resolution [21] , and multispectral images with 1 m resolution [22] . However, these data were not open access, resulting in the high cost of mapping at the country scale. Regarding larger scales, greenspaces in Fuller and Gaston [20] were extracted from free Landsat images with 30 m resolution. However, these proved too coarse for classification within urban areas as the land use types in cities were very fragmented, which may have resulted in omission and commission errors. Consequently, open access to Sentinel-2 images, with a 10 m resolution, contributed significantly to mapping urban forest at the country scale.
GEE Platform
Data which can be directly invoked and powerful cloud computing on the GEE platform both offer the greatest support for this study. In the process of traditional classification at a large scale, the biggest challenge is the amount of time spent in retrieving, selecting, downloading, and pretreating satellite images. For this study, 5482 Sentinel images were used, and considering the bandwidths' limitations, the preliminary collection and pre-processing of data would have taken at least three months without GEE. However, this work was completed in less than one minute using GEE. We can compare the classification result with the VHR images in GEE, and detect the omission and commission errors. Then, the adjustments to the sample points and algorithms can be quickly made, meaning that the former, necessarily protracted period for exporting and transforming formats for comparison, is no longer required [34] .
Efficient Machine Algorithms
GEE provides an RF classifier that assigns pixels to a class. The band selected in this study achieved the highest classification accuracy. Furthermore, along with eight bands (B2-B8, B11), we also added three indices (NDVI, NDWI and NDBI) from Sentinel-2 as the input data, which helped to distinguish between urban forests and non-urban forests, because the vegetation, water, and built-up areas are the key elements within urban areas. As the results showed, the addition of these indices increased the PA of urban forests and OA by 0.85%, and 0.37%, respectively, even though the UA of urban forests decreased by 0.02%.
Uncertainties and Limitations
Even though the OA of this study has achieved up to 92.30%, there are also some limitations. GEE did not ingest images with atmospheric correction when we executed our classification. Moreover, it was difficult to perform the atmospheric correction in the GEE platform because of difficulties in parameter acquisition [31, 40, 48] . Therefore, the top-of-atmosphere (TOA) reflectance data, from Sentinel-2, was directly used to extract urban forest cover in this study, which may affect the results to some extent.
The most common mis-classification is between buildings and urban forests. In the majority of Chinese cities, the trees between rows of buildings are very important components of urban forests. However, because of the fragmentation of classes in urban areas, some small trees, which are surrounded by buildings, may be omitted, while some buildings surrounded by lush trees can be mis-judged as urban forests. These errors may gradually decrease with the increase of image resolution in the future. According to our confusion matrix, the proportion of non-urban forest wrongly judged as urban forest is 7.67% and the proportion of urban forest, wrongly detected as non-urban forest, is similarly 7.73%. These almost-equal error rates may mitigate the impact of the above mis-classification on the area calculation.
Similarly, some grasslands in the middle of some large woodlands were often directly classified as whole forests, which over-estimated the area of urban forests. In the future, vegetation height information from lidar, and backscattering characteristics from radar [31] , may be integrated to improve classification accuracy and obtain more information about urban forests.
Furthermore, we examined the classification results using the 75 ground data (Figure 2) , in order to gain misclassification information, and found that eight of them presented errors, mainly for the ground data of individual tree around house and street, low canopy cover in commercial areas and schools. Forests, trees in parks, cluster trees in schools, and roadside showed low mis-classifications. It should be noted that, even though we used Sentinel-2 images with a 10 m resolution to identify the inner city classes of China as clear as possible, for some small canopy covers and new individual trees, the 10 m resolution is still too coarse to identify them clearly. Therefore, this dataset was to fill the gap in urban forest cover across China, and was more suitable for macro-analysis at the national level. For individual cities, images with higher resolution should be used to obtain more accurate information.
For accuracy at the zone scale, zone 3 has the lowest accuracy, because in this zone, the urban areas were very small (see Figure 1 ), and urban forest cover accounted for only 3.2% of the country's total, leading to the collection of only a small number of acceptable sample points.
Suggestions for Urban Forest Construction in China
A clear understanding of urban forest cover in China is conducive to the scientific management and construction of urban forests. The spatial distribution of urban forest cover in China varies greatly from 0.01% to 40.1%. For cities with high urban forest cover, like Zigong (in Sichuan province), the main tasks at present are to effectively deal with illegal damage caused to, and the occupation of, urban forests, as well as formulate policies for urban greening protection and management, and to prevent the destruction of existing urban forests. Cities with low urban forest cover should attach importance to urban forest construction, to use urban forest cover as an indicator of urban construction in the formulation of urban planning. Figure 6 shows that the spatial differences of urban forests distribution within Beijing are very clear, being concentrated in the north of urban area. Therefore, governments should conduct extensive research before formulating urban greening plans to grasp the number and spatial distribution of urban forests, within a city, in order to increase the number of urban trees in areas with poor cover.
Detecting the influential factors for the spatial differences of urban forest cover is vitally important for effectively increasing urban forests. However, it is a relatively complex problem, according to previous studies [19, 20, 49, 50] , which should be further explored in future research.
Until 2018, there were 165 cities, which had been granted "National Forest City" status. This study selected the prefecture-level cities from these cities, and found that their average percentage of urban forest cover was only 19.3%, while that of the cities without this status was only 14.6%. Importantly, these percentages are much lower than the standards of 30% and 40% for the northern, and southern cities, respectively; only four northern cities and two southern cities achieved the standards, highlighting that greater effort is needed to build the ideal forest city.
Conclusions
This study presented a map of urban forest distribution in China with 10 m resolution, based on Sentinel-2 images, sampling datasets, an RF model, and the GEE platform. The UA and PA values of urban forests were, respectively, 92.18%, and 92.27%, and the OA value 92.30%. This study also demonstrated that the GEE platform has significant advantages, regarding large-scale data processing.
By analyzing this dataset, total urban forest area in China was estimated at about 0.17 million km 2 in 2016, and urban forest cover 19.2%. At the province scale, the highest percentage of urban forest cover was 33.4% (Chongqing), and the lowest was 5.0% (Inner Mongolia). At the prefecture-level city scale, nearly half of the cities had achieved 10.0-20.0%. With respect to the large cities with urban populations over 5 million, the average percentage of urban forest cover was 24.8%, much more than the national average. Furthermore, the average percentage of urban forest cover in the National Forest City was 19.3%, less than the standards of 30% and 40% for the northern, and southern cities respectively, and only four northern cities and two southern cities achieved this standard, indicating that greater effort is needed to build the ideal forest city.
The reliable dataset of this study provides the basis for the identification of forest cities and for urban forest planning in China, and it can also be used to compare the spatial distribution of urban forests in China with the data from other countries. 
